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mates and graphic pen portraits of the chief personages
with whom he was engaged in what to most men would
have been a hopeless struggle almost from the outset. He
himself had serious doubt at many stages as to his ability
to succeed, but he never permitted himself to be discour-
aged, and his resourcefulness proved more than equal to all
emergencies.

He was at the time his own Secretary of State, for Sec-
retary Hay was absent from his post in the last stages of
the illness which ended in his death before the peace was
secured. Every step in the negotiations, extending over a
period of three months, was taken by the President in per-
son without the aid of any of his most trusted counselors,
for Secretary Boot had resigned from the Cabinet many
months earlier and Secretary Taft was absent on a visit
to the Philippines.

In no other task of his life was the abnormal energy,
mental and physical, of Theodore Eoosevelt put to a se-
verer test, and from none did he emerge more triumph-
antly. His activity was as tireless as his resourcefulness
was inexhaustible. One reads the thick volumes of his cor-
respondence with amazement bordering on incredulity.
It is incredible that one man could do so much and do it so
easily and so well. He was not only steadily and irre-
sistibly forcing the two warring nations into a conference,
but he was at the same time untiringly bringing, or en-
deavoring to bring, other nations like England, France, and
Germany to the support of his efforts. If Eussia balked
and showed signs of refusal, he persuaded the Kaiser to
bring pressure upon the Czar in the interest of peace. If
Japan showed similar signs, England was appealed to, to
bring pressure upon her. In the end Germany alone really
helped, and Eoosevelt gave unstinted praise to the Kaiser
ever afterwards for what he did then.

Early in the year 1905 President Eoosevelt became seri-
ously impressed with the strain which the war was bring-
ing upon the civilized world and that some means should
be found for arresting it. "From all sources of infonna-